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EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL 

OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO 

THE 

CHAIRMAN  AND 

MEMBERS  OF  IHE 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fourth  Annual  Report  on  the 
State  of  the  Public  Health  of  the  E^isthampstead  Rural  District  for  the 
year  ending  3lst  December,  1970,  Incidentally,  this  is  the  sixtieth 
Report  in  the  series,  the  first  having  been  produc'^d  in  1911  when  the 
population  of  the  Rural  District  was  17,530,  Since  that  time  the 
district  hag  had  five  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  population 
has  increased  to  645080, 

During  the  year  the  health  of  the  area  has  remained  good  and 
there  has  been  a further  slight  improvement  in  the  death  rate  of  the 
area  which  is  already  below  the  national  average.  Also  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  corrected  birth  rate  but  this  still  remains  below 
the  national  average. 

There  have  been  no  serious  epidemics  in  the  year  although  the 
number  of  cases  of  Measles  notified,  has  increased  from  84  to  317, 

With  a few  exceptions  Measles  has  occurred  in  children  who  were  not 
vaccinated  against  it  during  the  previous  year. 

The  Vit^l  Statistics  on  which  this  information  is  based  are 
contained  in  the  body  of  my  Report  and  need  not  be  further  elaborated. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  voices  his  anxiety  in  his 
section  as  to  the  future  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  in  the  reformed 
Local  Government  as  advocated  in  the  recent  White  Paper  and  makes  the 
plea  that  the  functions  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  remain  with  6ne 
authority  and  not  diversified  into  County  and  District  duties  as  at 
present  envisaged. 
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The  future  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  lies  outside 
Local  Government  within  an  area  health  board,  the  boundaries  of 
which  are  co-terminous  with  the  new  Local  Government  unit.  His 
future  seems  to  be  that  of  an  administrator  and  epidemiologist,  with 
the  new  title  of  Community  Physician,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  Report  we  do  not  know  in  what  form  medical  advice  is  to  be  given 
to  the  environmental  health  authorities  for  the  control  of  infectious 
diseases  or  to  the  Social  Services  Departments  which  have  been  recently 
established.  However,  expert  committees  are  being  set  up  to  examine 
these  problems  and  I hope  to  be  able  to  report  further  on  them  next 
year.  Meanwhile  we  are  waiting  for  the  production  of  the  White  Paper 
on  the  Reorganisation  of  the  Health  Services  which  should  set  out  in 
black  and  white  the  proposed  changes  and  will  be  followed  by  the 
necessary  legislation  in  the  next  parliamentary  session, 

I am  starting  to  record  details  of  the  Day  Out  Patient  Clinics 
held  at  our  local  District  Hospital,  Heatherwood  Hospital,  and  I 
would  like  to  thank  the  Hospital  Secretary,  Mr,  Fairman,  for  this 
information.  Next  year  I hope  to  elaborate  further  on  future 
developments  of  the  Hospital, 

I would  like  to  thank  Mr,  Chariesworth,  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
and  Mr.  Glendenning,  Housing  Manager,  who  have  contributed  sections 
to  this  Report  and  also  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  supplying 
information  relating  to  County  Council  services  in  the  District,  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr,  Hebbron,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  efficiency  and  enthusiasm, 

I am  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

David  S,  Pickup 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Easthampstead  Rural  District  is  an  area  of  27,610  acres  in 
South  East  Berkshire.  The  District  is  irregular  in  outline  with  all 
the  boundaries  being  artificial  except  the  extreme  south-west  which 
is  marked  by  the  Blapkwater  River.  The  general  configuration  of  the 
ground  is  undulating,  the  highest  point  being  Caesars  Camp  (416  ft,). 

Geologically  the  area  can  be  divided  into  two  very  different 
parts.  The  northern  part  of  the  District  is  mostly  on  London  clay 
while  the  southern  part  lies  on  the  Bagshot  Sands.  This  difference 
in  the  nature  of  the  9oii  gives  very  different  characteristics  to  the 
two  halves  of  the  District;  the  northern  parishes  of  Binfield,  Warfield 
and  part  of  Winkfield  being  rich  agricultural  land  while  the  southern 
parishes  of  Sandhurst,  Crowthopne  and  parts  of  Easthampstead  and 
Winkfield  are  covere4  with  pine  woods  and  heath. 

The  New  Town  of  Bracknell  is  situated  roughly  in  the  centre  of  the 
District  and  includes  parts  of  the  old  parishes  of  Warfield,  Winkfield, 
Binfield  and  Easthampstead;..  the  Designated  Area  is  3,286  acres. 

STATISTICS 

Area  27,610  acres 


1970 


1971 


Mo.  of  habitable  houses  ks  at 
3lst  March,  1971 


17,S58 


18,718 


Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  Aprils  1971 


£3,158,573  £3,364,733 


Product  of  New  Penny  Rate  for  the  year 

ended  31st  March,  1971  (estimated)  £12,882 

* This  apparant  increase  is  due  to 


£34,159  * 


decimal  conversioh. 


1969 


1970 


Population  (fhid-year)  estimate) 


62,680 


64,080 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
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1969  1970 

Deaths 

Total  No.  of  Deaths ..  ..  395  391 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ......  5.3  6.1 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  9.8  9.5 

England  and  Wales  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

population  11.9  11.7 

Live  Births 

No,  of  legitimate  live  births  . ..  ..  1,008  1,066 

No.  of  illegitimate  live  births  ..  53  54 

1,061  1,120 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ,,  ..  16.9  17.5 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  13.9  14.4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total 

Live  Births  57o  57o 

England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

population  ..  ,.  ..  16.3  16.0 

Stillbirths 

No.  of  Stillbirths  9 15 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths  ..  ..  8.0  13.0 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths  1,070  1,135 

England  and  Wales  Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000 

Live  and  Stillbirths  , ..  ..  ..  13.0  13.0 

Infant  Deaths 

Number  of  Deaths  under  1 year  . , ^ . 19  17 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  Live  Births  . 18,0  15.0 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000 

Legitimate  Live  Births  16.0  15.0 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 57.0  19.0 

England  and  Wales  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  Total  Live  Births  . ,.  ..  ..  18.0  18.0 
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1969 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

Live  Births  .o  ..  ..  ..  14.0 

Total  Infant  Deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age  ..  15 

England  and  Wales  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  . 12.0 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  per  1,000 

Live  Births  ..  9.0 

Total  Infant  Deaths  under  1 week  ......  10 

England  and  Wales  Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  10.0 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

Stillbirths  and  Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

Live  and  Stillbirths  . ,.  ..  ..  ,,  18.0 

England  and  Wales  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  23,0 

Maternal  Deaths 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  . ...  Nil 


1970 


8.0 

9 

12.0 


6.0 

7 

11.0 


19.0 

23.0 


Nil 
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Causes  of  De ath  in  the  Easthampstead  Rural  District 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

1970 

Females 

1970 

Total 

Total 

1969 

All  Causes 

195 

196 

391 

395 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

2 

1 

3 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

2 

6 

8 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

5 

2 

7 

r> 

O > 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

5 

3 

8 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

20 

6 

26 

21 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

8 

8 

15 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Leukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

12 

14 

26 

22 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

1 

2 

7 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

5 

Anaemias 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Mental  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Meningitis 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

2 

4 

6 

9 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

4 

3 

7 

3 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

4 

5 

4 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

36 

30 

66 

85 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

11 

16 

27 

15 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

16 

22 

38 

51 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

9 

12 

21 

14 

Inf luenza 

- 

1 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

16 

15 

31 

21 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

10 

6 

16 

25 

Asthma 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

10 

12 

4 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

O 

O 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

- 

2 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

3 

1 

4 

4 

Congenital  Abnormalities 

6 

2 

8 

4 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

o 

1 

4 

4 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

- 

2 

2 

7 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

4 

9 

10 

All  Other  Accidents 

8 

5 

13 

4 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

- 

3 

3 

6 

All  Other  External  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

- 
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COMMENT  ON  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  was  729,  the  Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year 
population  is  1,400  greater  than  the  previous  year,  there  was,  therefore, 
an  increase  due  to  migration  into  the  Rural  District  of  671  compared 
with  1,834  in  1969. 

The  estimated  population  of  64,080,  a figure  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General,  is,  in  my  opinion,  much  too  low.  We  have  contacted 


the  Office  of  the  Registrar  General  about  this  and  they  agreed  that 
their  estimate  was  indeed  low  (the  figure  after  all  is  estimated  every 
year  and  the  population  of  64,080  is  based  on  a ninth  yearly  estimate 


from  the 

1961  census) 

but , because 

the  1971 

Census  figure 

is  due  this 

year,  they  considered 

it  better  to 

wait  for 

it  to  appear. 

Population 

Population 

Year 

Designated 

Area 

E.R.D. 
including 
New  Town 

Year 

Designated 

Area 

E.R.D. 
including 
New  Town 

1901 

Census 

15,757 

1959 

18,000 

39,880 

1911 

Census 

17,530 

1960 

19,500 

41,^40 

1921 

Census 

18,751 

1961 

21,250 

45,170 

1931 

Census 

18,010 

1962 

22,250 

47,500 

1951 

5,250 

24,790 

1963 

23,500 

49,050 

1952 

5,750 

25,620 

1964 

25,400 

51,210 

1953 

6,250 

26,7l0 

1965 

26,200 

53,750 

1954 

8,000 

28,190 

1966 

26,584 

55,010 

1955 

9,500 

30,230 

1967 

27,500 

56,070 

1956 

il,250 

32,390 

1968 

31,000 

60,180 

1957 

13,250 

34,730 

1969 

33,600 

62,680 

1958 

16,000 

37,830 

1970 

36,055 

64,080 
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Births 

There  were  1,120  births  in  the  Rural  District  in  1970.  This 
gives  a crude  birth  rate  bf  17,5  per  1,000  population  and  a corrected 
birth  rate  of  14.4.  The  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factor 
being  0.82 


Year 

Birth  Rate 
E.R.D. 

Birth  Rate 

E.  & W. 

1956 

17.9 

15.7 

1957 

17.7 

16.1 

1958 

20,7 

16.4 

1959 

21.2 

16.5 

1960 

21,2 

17,1 

1961 

19.9 

17.4 

1962 

19.2 

18.0 

1963 

18.8 

18.2 

1964 

18.1 

18.4 

1965 

17.8 

18.1 

1966 

16.4 

17.7 

1967 

15,7 

17.2 

1968 

14.2 

16.9 

1969 

13.9 

16,3 

1970 

14.4 

16.0 

9 


Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Rural  District  was  391,  a 
decrease  of  4 on  the  previous  year.  The  crude  death  rate  is  6.1 
per  thoussind  and  the  corrected  death  rate  is  9.5  per  thousand,  the 
area  comparability  factor  being  1.55.  These  figures  as  would  be 
expected  are  belpw  the  national  average  of  11.7  per  thousand. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  Lung  Cancer  was  26,  five  more  than 
in  1969,  Deaths  from  Coronary  Heart  Disease  numbered  66.  Coronary 
Heart  Disease  still  remains  the  biggest  single  cause  of  death. 

MORTUARY 

The  Mortuary  at  the  rear  of  the  old  Council  Offices,  Church  Road, 
continues  to  serve  a wide  area.  Post  Mortems  are  undertaken  by  the 
Coroner’s  Pathologist. 

Number  of  Bodies  Stored:  78 

Number  of  Post  Mortems:  69 

Average  Length  of  Storage:  5 days 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notif iable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Scarlet  Fever 

33 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

Measles 

317 

Dysentery 

5 

Acute  Meningitis 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(a)  Paralytic 

_ 

(b)  Non-Paralytic 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

Acute  Encephalitis 
(a)  Infective 

. 

(b)  Post  Infectious 

- 

Typhoid  Fever 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

11 

Smallpox 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

Anthrax 

- 

Malaria 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

18 

Measles 


Year 

Notifications 

Received 

No. 

Vaccinated 

1959 

1,615 

1960 

16 

1961 

1,764 

1962 

359 

1963 

1,034 

1964 

304 

1965 

881 

1966 

789 

1967 

985 

1968 

57 

1969 

S6 

. 377 

1970 

3J7 

1,564 
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Tuberculosis 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis 


Age  Groups 

Pulmonary 

M,  F. 

Non-Pulmonary  j 

M.  1 

Under  1 year 

i 

1 year 

- 

- 

- 

2-4  years 

- 

-- 

- 

5-9  years 

- 

- 

10  - 14  years 

- 

- 

1 

! 

15  - 19  years 

- 

- 

1 

20  - 24  years 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 34  years 

2 

- 

I 

35  - 44  years 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 54  years 

- 

— - 

J 

55  - 64  years 

- 

- 

- 

65  - 74  years 

- 

1 

1 ! 

75  and  over 

1 

TOTAL 

3 

1 

2 

The  number  on 
follows:  - 


the  Register  at  31st 


Pulmonary 


December,  1970,  was  as 


Non-Pulmonary 


Males 

Females 


87 

60 


4 

13 
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IMMUNISATION 


Immunisation  is  performed  by  General  Practitioners  on  behalf  of 
the  Local  Health  Authority  and  also  by  Medical  Staff  of  the/  County 
Council  at  Child  Health  Clinics.  I am  inde’bted  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  figures  in  the  Tables. 

The  following  immunisations  were  carried  out  during  the  year; - 

Triple  (Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus) 

Primary  Booster 


Under  1 year 

221 

- 

1 year 

706 

- 

2 years 

121 

280 

3 years 

10 

63 

4-7  years 

7 

17 

8-16  years 

10 

6 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

1 year 

- 

- 

2 years 

36 

3 

3 years 

30 

135 

4-7  years 

26 

95  9 

8-16  years 

- 

88 

Diphtheria 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

1 year 

- 

- 

2 years 

4 

- 

3 years 

- 

3 

4-7  years 

- 

- 

8-16  years 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

Under  1 year 

220 

- 

1 year 

704 

- 

2 years 

119 

277 

3 years 

9 

158 

4-7  years 

5 

957 

8-16  years 

5 

105 
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Smallpox 

The  following  children  and  adults  were  vaccinated  against 
Smallpox  during  1970s- 


9-12  months 
1 year 
2-4  years 
5-15  years 
Over  15  years 


Primary 

5 

528 

229 

48 

5 


Measles 


Booster 


3 

27 

430 


The  following  children  were  vaccinated  against  Measles  during 


1970; 


1 

ye^r 

475 

2 

years 

251 

3 

years 

244 

4 

years 

177 

5 

- 7 years 

308 

8 

- 16  years 

109 

B.C.G. 

B.C,G.  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  is  offered  (with  parents 
consent)  to  all  children  at  ages  12  - 14  years  v;ho,  following  a skin 
test,  show  that  they  may  be  susceptible  to  this  infection. 

Skin  Test  Vaccination 


Brakenhale  Comprehensive  School,  Bracknell  189  188 
Edgebarrow  County  Secondary  School, 

Crowthorne  410  376 
Garth  Hill  School,  Bracknell  248  224 
Braybrook  School,  Bracknell  11  10 
Wellington  College?  Cyowthorne  38  33 


14  ^ 


INTERNATIONAL  CERTIFICATES  OF  VACCINATION 

Certificates  Stamped 


1970 

1969 

T.A.B. 

52 

48 

Cholera 

315 

149 

T, A. B. /Cholera 

20 

- 

Smallpox 

1,036 

941 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

- 

Tetanus 

1 

- 

Triple 

1 

- 

1,428  1,138 


From  the  Tables  above  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a large 
increase  in  the  number  of  Certificates  stamped.  As  I explained  last 
year,  this  represents  a considerable  amount  of  work  for  the  Department 
due  to  the  fact  that  as  more  Locums  are  being  employed  in  the  area 
whose  names  are  not  known  to  the  Department,  a number  of  enquiries  have 
to  be  made  as  we  have  to  be  certain  that  their  names  are  in  the  Medical 
Register . 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS 

A total  of  9,756  Meals  were  served  in  1969.  The  number  of  Meals 

served  in  1970  was  10,912,  an  increase  of  1,156.  These  figures  are 

very  pleasing  and  show  that  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  is  providing 
a useful  and  increasing  need  to  the  community,  I would  like  to  thank 
Mrs.  Best,  B.E.M,,  Centre  Organiser  of  the  Women*s  Royal  Voluntary 
Service  for  this  information. 

Parish  No,  of  Meals  Served 

Bracknell  (including  Warfield, 

Winkfield  and  Binfield)  7,137 

Sandhurst  1,675 

2,100 


Crowthorne 


HEATHERWOOD  HOSPITAL.  ASCOT 


Weekly  Progranune  of  Out  Patient  Clinics 


Monday 

A.M. 

Physical  Medicine 
E.N.T. 

Dermatology 

P.M. 

General  Surgery 
Orthopaedic 

Dental 

Tuesday 

A.M. 

Medic ine 

Paediatrics 

P.M. 

Gynaecology 

Chest  ) 

Chest  ) 

Psychiatry 

Wednesday 

A.M. 

Orthopaedic 

Rheumatology 

P.M. 

Fractures 

General  Surgery 

Thursday 

A.M. 

Orthopaedic  ) 
Orthopaedic  ) 

P.M. 

Medic ine 

Paediatric  s 

Friday 

A.M. 

General  Surgery 
Ophthalmology 

Dental 

W & Haemorrhoids 

P.M. 

Chest 

Ant i-coagu lent 
Psychatry 

Saturday 

A.M. 

Plastic  Surgery  ) 
Plastic  Surgery  ) 
General  Surgery 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  REPORT  ON  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  IN  ENGLAND 

The  broad  principles  of  this  Report  were  referred  to  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  last  Annual  Report.  March,  1970, 
saw  the  Government’s  proposals  crystallized  in  a White  Paper 
(Command  4276)  - adhering  generally  to  the  Royal  Commission’s 
Recommendations.  In  April,  1970,  there  was  published  a second  Green 
Paper  on  the  National  Health  Service,  From  both  these  documents  it 
was  clear  that  only  the  Environmental  Health  Service  was  to  remain  a 
Local  Authority  service.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  disappear 
from  the  Local  Government  scene,  and  be  translated  to  the  National 
Health  Service  where  he  will  emerge  as  a'’Community  Physician”.  July 
saw  a change  in  Government  which  seemed  to  foreshadow  another  lengthy 
period  of  delay  in  Local  Government  Re-organisation  - most  unsettling 
to  Councillors  and  Officers  alike.  The  new  Government  soon  let  it 
be  known  that  it  had  its  own  ideas  on  Local  Government  and  had  done  its 
own  investigations.  The  end  of  1970  left  all  in  Local  Government 
’’cliff  hanging”  - but,  with  commendable  promptness,  the  Government 
produced  a White  Paper  (Command  4584)  in  March,  1971  - not  only  setting 
out  a new  two-tier  system  of  Local  Government,  but  also  a pretty  tight 
Timetable  to  bring  everything  into  operation  as  agoing  concern  by 
1st  April,  1974,  Councillors  are  now  getting  down  to  looking  at  their 
problems.  Officers  are  re-adjusting,  again,  their  views  on  how  to  make 
it  all  work.  Environmental  Health  Services  stay  with  Local  Government, 
but  appear  to  be  divided,  somewhat  arbitrarily,  between  first  and 
second  tier  authorities. 
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The  suggestions  for  this  servic 
are  as  follows: - 

All  County  Councils 

Food  and  Drugs 
Refuse  Disposal 
Environmental  Health* 


at  this  stage  are  vague,  and 

All  District  Councils 

Housing  including  Slum  Clearance 
House  and  Area  Improvement 
Refuse  Collection 
Environmental  Health* 


* Future  administration  of  water  supply,  sewerage,  and  sewage 
disposal  are  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  the  Report  of  the 
Central  Advisory  Water  Committee.  Detailed  allocation  of  other 
environmental  services  are  to  be  discussed  with  the  Local 
Authority  Associations. 

It  is  worth  comparing  the  foregoing  with  the  suggestions  in  the 
Minister’s  White  Papers  for  Wales  and  for  Scotland  - which  are  far  more 
precise  and  detailed.  The  Public  Health  Inspector’s  duties  in 
Environmental  Health  are  considered  to  relate  so  closely  to  people 
that  they  could  best  be  administered  with  the  District  Councils,  and 
this  policy  is  that  of  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  as 
expressed  both  to  the  Royal  Commission  and  the  Local  Authority 
Associations . 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity  generally  throughout  the  area.  Piped  water  supply  is 
available  in  every  Parish,  and  is  supplied  as  follows; - 


Parish  of  Winkfield 


Parishes  of  Bracknell,  Crowthorne 
Sandhurst,  Easthampstead,  Binfield 
and  Warfield 


The  South  West  Suburban  Water  Co 
The  Causeway, 

Staines. 

The  Mid-Southern  Water  Co., 
Frimley  Green, 

Camberley . 


During  the  year  fourteen  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken 
as  follows; - 


Bacteriological 

Mains  Water,  Bracknell 
Mains  Water,  Crowthorne 
Mains  Water,  Sandhurst 
Mains  Water,  Winkfield 

Chemical 

Mains  Water,  Bracknell 
FLUORINE  CONTENT  OF  WATER 


No.  of  Samples 

5 ) 

1 > 

) 

1 ) 

2 ] 

5 


Result 


All  Satisfactory 


All  Satisfactory 


The  parish  of  Winkfield  derives  its  supply  from  the  South  West 
Suburban  Water  Company  whose  water  has  a fluorine  content  of  an 
insignificant  quantity,  as  would  be  anticipated  from  a river  source. 

The  average  fluorine  content  of  water  in  supply  during  1970  was  0.28 
parts  per  million  - the  maximum,  recorded  was  0.80  ppm  and  the  minimum 
0.05. 

The  remainder  of  the  Rural  District  derives  its  supply  from  the 
Mid-Southern  Water  Company.  Prior  to  1950,  the  water  had  a high  fluorine 
content  naturally  occurring  of  1.4  ppm  - principally  from  Beenhams  Heath. 
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From  1950  to  1958  due  to  increased  demands  supplementary  water  of  a 
low  fluorine  content  (0.1  - 0.25  ppm)  had  been  added  affecting  mainly 
the  parishes  of  Sandhurst,  Crowthorne  and  parts  of  Easthampstead, 
thus  reducing  the  fluorine  content  of  these  areas  to  a level  of 
0.6  - 0,9  ppm;  Warfield,  Binfield,  and  Bracknell  remaining  unaffected. 
From  1958  additional  low  fluorine  water  has  further  reduced  the  levels 
to  0,4  and  0.7  ppm  in  the  southern  area  of  the  Rural  District  and  0,7 
to  0,9  ppm  in  the  northern  area. 

The  present  position  is  that  water  of  high  fluorine  content  is 
confined  to  the  western  and  north-western  part  of  the  Mid-Southern 
Water  Company’s  area,  whilst  water  of  low  fluorine  content  is  to  be 
found  elsewhere,  including  this  Council’s  area. 

The  supply  in  the  Rural  District  area  normally  is  now  0.1  to 
0.2  ppm.  When  there  is  peak  demand  this  can  rise  to  0.8  ppm  due  to 
supplementary  supplies  taken  in  from  Beenhams  Heath.  This  latter 
bore-hole  has  ceased  to  be  the  main  supply  for  this  area,  and  has  become 
the  supplementary  supply.  Thus  the  supply  position  as  at  1950  has 
become  reversed. 

A fluorine  content  of  1.0  ppm  is  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
the  Environment. 

PLUMBO- SOLVENT  ACTION 

The  water  supplied  in  the  District  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

STAND-PIPES 

There  are  no  houses  in  the  Rural  District  supplied  by  means  of 
stand-pipes . 
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SWIMMING  POOLS 

Bacteriological  sampling  of  swimming  pool  water  continued  in  1970, 
and  155  samples  were  taken  from  the  following; - 


Bracknell  Pool  - Large 
Bracknell  Pool  - Small 
Harmans  Water  Pool 
Sandy  Lane  School 
Uplands  School 
College  Town  School 
Wellington  College 
Winkfield  Place 
Bullbrook  School 
Cranbourne  School 
Newbold  College 
Heathfield  School 
Heatherdown  School 
St.  Mary’s  School 
St.  Michael’s  School 
Ascot  Heath  School 


24 

7 

98 

3 

4 

3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
2 
2 


TOTAL 


155 


As  a result  of  extensive  work  carried  out  last  year  it  was  found 
this  year  that  there  were  very  few  problems  with  Swimming  Pools  in  this 
District.  This  was  aided  by  the  fact  that  the  County  Council  had 

appointed  a Physical  Education  Officer  responsible  for  Swimming  Pools, 

If  there  were  any  problems  these  could  now  be  dealt  with  by  this 
Officer  instead  of  having  to  contact  several  County  Departments, 

The  only  problem  dealt  with  by  this  department  was  at  this  Council’s 
own  pool  where  very  large  counts  of  bacteria  were  found  in  samples  of 
water  from  the  small  pool  and  the  footbaths.  However,  works  have  been 
carried  out  throughout  the  close  season  to  provide  a separate  circulatory 
system  for  the  small  pool  and  continual  flow  to  the  footbaths  which  would 
alleviate  the  retention  of  stagnant  water. 
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MAIN  DRAINAGE 

The  arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  District 
are  good,  and  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Report  of  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  on  this  subject. 

POLLUTION  OF  WATER  COURSES  AND  STREAMS 

The  Thames  Conservancy  Board  is  the  authority  primarily  concerned 
with  pollution  of  water  courses,  rivers  and  streams  in  the  District. 
They  take  frequent  samples  from  water-courses,  and  set  the  standards 
that  they  require  of  sewage  works  effluents.  These  standards  vary 
for  different  works. 

Details  of  chemical  samples  taken  by  this  Department  from  water 


courses  during  the 

year  are  as  follows;- 

Parish 

Ditch  Road  Gully 

Result 

Bracknell 

2 

Oil  Pollution 

Winkf ield 

1 

Heavy  sewage  contamination 

The  polluted  surface  water  ditch  at  Winkfield  was  due  to  a choked 
drain  surcharging  into  it.  This  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
owner  who  cleared  the  drain  and  abated  the  nuisance. 

OIL  CONTAMINATION  OF  WATER  COURSES 

During  the  year  a survey  of  all  major  private  garage  installations 
in  Bracknell  was  carried  out  with  a view  to  establishing  any  possibility 
of  oil  polluting  the  surface  water  watercourses  in  the  area. 

It  was  found  that  all  the  gullies  surveyed  had  some  trace  of  oil 
on  the  surface,  but  this  was  to  be  expected,  and,  as  the  oil  was  in 
such  small  quantities  did  not  pose  any  serious  threat  of  pollution. 
However,  in  some  of  the  garage  areas,  there  was  a large  amount  of  thick, 
used  engine  oil  deposited  in  the  gullies,  and  the  possibility  of  oil 
reaching  the  surface  water  courses  is  greatly  enhanced  when  such 
quantities  of  oil  are  present  in  the  gullies. 
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Following  a joint  meeting  with  Officers  of  the  Bracknell 
Development  Corporation  (who  own  most  of  the  garages  surveyed)  and  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Board  it  was  agreed  that  a trial  be  made  of  a 
Pilot  Scheme  of  40  gallon  drums  or  similar  suitable  containers  at 
selected  sites  - both  on  Bracknell  Development  Corporation  and 
Easthampstead  Rural  District  Council  garage  areas  - to  receive  sump, 
gearbox,  back  axle  etc.  drainings.-  At  a subsequent  meeting  of  the 
Joint  Consultative  Committee  this  trial  was  not  supported  by  the 
Bracknell  Development  Corporation  on  the  grounds  that  their  Chief 
Engineer  and  Sewage  Works  Manager  were  doing  trials  of  an  oil-absorbant 
floating  boom  on  the  main  surface  water  outfalls. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  BY  DISTRICT  INSPECTORS 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


Complaints 

267 

Visits  and  Revisits 

1,499 

Work  in  progress 

98 

Moveable  dwellings 

402 

Water  Supplies 

42 

Infectious  Diseases 

240 

Land  Charges  (Searches) 

472 

Markets 

182 

Interviews,  Builders,  etc. 

63 

Noise 

107 

Miscellaneous 

284 

HOUSING  ACTS 


Housing  Inspections  913 

Improvement  Grants  and  Loans  38 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

Food  Shops  370 

Ice  Cream  Premises  72 

Dairies  14 

Butchers*  Premises  126 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc,  126 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  396 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and 

Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  153 
Licensed  Premises  43 
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FACTORY  ACTS 

Inspections  (including  Bakehouses)  149 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  373 


Petroleum  Acts  111 
Clean  Air  Act  342 
Swimming  Pools  155 
Plans  checked  99 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments  18 
Pet  Animals  Act  17 
Waste  Foods  Order  10 
Civic  Amenities  Act  14 
Visits  to  Public  Health  Laboratory 

and  Public  Analyst  118 
Letters  and  Memorandums  sent  out  1,517 
Miscellaneous  74 


NOTICES  SERVED 


Statute 

Preliminary 

Notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Court 

Proceedings 

Public  Health  Acts 

103 

6 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 

36 

- 

9 

Premises  Act 

13 

- 

- 

Clean  Air  Act 

15 

- 

1 

Factories  Act 

6 

- 

- 

Other  Acts 

29 

- 

2 

TOTAL 

202 

6 

12 
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HOUSING  ACT  1957 

During  the  year  five  houses  were  represented  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  in  two  cases,  Closing  Orders  in  two  others  and  one 
Undertaking  was  accepted.  One  family  from  an  unfit  house  was 
rehoused  by  the  Council,  and  one  by  the  Bracknell  Development 
Corporation,  during  1970.  In  addition  three  Demolition  Orders 
were  revoked,  and  two  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  properties 
concerned  having  been  made  fit  for  human  habitation  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Council. 

HOUSING  ACT  1969 

The  housing  survey  under  this  Act  was  completed  during  the  year, 
with  the  following  results: - 


Parish 

Unf  it 
and  not 
repair- 
able at 

reason- 

able 

expense 

Unfit 

and 

repair- 
able at 

reason- 

able 

expense 

Standard 

Grant 

and 

Improve- 

ment 

Grant 

Standard 

Grant 

Improve- 

ment 

Grant 

Sec.  92 

or 

Sec.  72 

No . of 
Reports 

No.  of 
Visits 

Bracknell 

- 

11 

11 

22 

50 

Warf ield 

- 

- 

- 

6 

5 

- 

11 

43 

Winkf ield 

4 

- 

- 

66 

36 

- 

102 

210 

Binf ield 

1 

- 

- 

8 

11 

- 

45 

88 

Crowthorne 

4 

1 

27 

42 

- 

46 

74 

^ 559 

Sandhurst 

5 

2 

57 

24 

22 

53 

124 

TOTAL 

14 

3 

84 

157 

85 

99 

378 

950 

Letters  were  sent  to  all  owners  and  tenants  of  houses  recorded  in 
the  survey  to  encourage  improvement  and  repairs.  The  Council  also 
publicly  advertised  the  facilities  available  for  Grants  and  Loans  to 
improve  houses. 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960 

402  visits  were  made  to  caravans  and  caravan  sites  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  site  licences  are  as  follows: - 

Sites  operating  as  at  31st  December,  1970 


Privately  Owned  Sites 
Residential  Holiday 

(a)  Individual  14 

(b)  Multiple  (more  than  three  vans)  10  1 

Total  number  of  caravans  599  120 

Two  cases  were  taken  under  the  Act  against  owners  for  allowing 
caravans  on  a site  without  a Site  Licence  at  Warfield.  In  the  first 
case  a fine  of  £40  -s.-d.  with  £5  -s.-d.  costs  was  imposed  and  the 
second  case  resulted  in  a £10  -s.-d.  fine  also  with  £5  -s.-d.  costs. 

GYPSIES  AND  CARAVAN  DWELLERS  OF  NO  FIXED  ABODE 

No  further  progress  was  made  by  the  County  Council  in  the 
negotiations  for  the  purqhase  of  the  site  in  Old  Wokingham  Road. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

Type  of  Premises  Number  in  District 


Bakehouses 

6 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

24 

Food  Shops 

155 

Licensed  Premises 

60 

Butchers*  Shops 

28 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

9 

282 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES 


Five  Ice  Cream  samples  were  taken,  all  were  satisfactory  - Grade  1. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Nine  cases  under  Section  2 were  taken  during  the  year: - 


1.  Sale  of  (a)  2 mouldy  meat  and 
and  potato  pies  and  (b)  ^Ib.  mouldy 

2.  pork  c'hipolatas. 

3.  Sale  of  sliced  loaf  containing 
a piece  of  metal. 


Fined  £30  -s.-d.  with 
£5  5s. -d.  Advocates  Fee  on 
each  charge. 

Fined  £20  -s.-d.  and  ordered 
to  pay  towards  Legal  Costs  and 
Advocates  Fee  of  £10  10s. -d. 


4.  Sale  of  mouldy  steak  and  kidney 
pie . 

5.  Sale  of  a mouldy  ’’Fresh  Cream 
Coffee  Dessert". 

6.  Sale  of  tin  of  processed  peas 
containing  only  meat. 

7.  Sale  of  box  of  fancy  cakes 
affected  with  mould. 

8.  Sale  of  a sliced  loaf  containing 
a piece  of  metal. 

9.  Sale  of  a mouldy  Loaf 


Fined  £20  -s.-d.  and  £10  10s. -d. 
towards  Costs. 

Fined  £10  10s. -d.  and  ordered  to 
pay  Advocates  Fee  of  £10  10s. -d. 

Fined  £5  -s.-d.  no  order  made  as 
to  Costs. 

Fined  £10  -s.-d.  and  ordered  to 
pay  £15  15s. -d.  Costs. 

Fined  £25  -s.-d.  and  ordered  to 
pay  £10  10s. -d.  Costs. 

Fined  £30  -s.-d.  and  ordered  to 
pay  £16  -s.-d.  Legal  Costs. 


Forty-eight  cases  of  complaints  about  food  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year  - the  main  cause  of  complaint  being: - 


Bottles  containing  glass  4 
Foreign  bodies  25 
Tainted  or  contaminated  9 
Mouldy  7 
Faulty  Tins  1 
Wrong  contents  1 
Fish  improperly  cured  1 


Most  of  these  were  taken  up  with  the  vendors  or  manufacturers  and 


appropriate  warning  letters  sent. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Samples  taken  (Milk  in  course  of  distribution  to  Consumers) 


Particulars 

No.  of 

METHYLENE  BLUE 

PHOSPHATSE 

Samples 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Plant  in  Council’s  area 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Plant  not  in  Council’s 

area 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  samples  taken  by  the 
Berkshire  County  Council  from  the  one  pasteurising  plant  situated  in 
the  Easthampstead  Rural  District,  and  from  one  plant  situated  outside 
the  District,  but  from  which  milk  is  retailed  in  this  area. 
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Particulars 

No.  of 

MEIHYLENE  BLUE 

PHOSPHATASE 

Samples 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis . 

: Unsatis. 

Plant  in  Council’s  area 
Type  of  Milk 

Channel  Island 

Pasteurised 

13 

12* 

13 

School  Milk  Pasteurised 

12 

11* 

- 

12 

- 

Pasteurised  Homogenised 

13 

12* 

- 

13 

- 

Pasteurised  Homogenised 
(Cartons) 

13 

12* 

13 

- 

Pasteurised 

14 

13* 

- 

14 

- 

TOTAL 

65 

60 

- 

65 

- 

Plant  in  other  District 
(Milk  sold  in  Council’s 
Area) 

Type  of  Milk 

Channel  Island 

Pasteurised 

8 

8 

8 

School  Milk  Pasteurised 

6 

6 

- 

6 

- 

Pasteurised  Homogenised 

8 

8 

- 

8 

- 

Pasteurised  Homogenised 
(Cartons) 

8 

8 

_ 

8 

_ 

Pasteurised 

8 

8 

- 

8 

- 

TOTAL 

38 

38 

- 

38 

- 

* = 1 Test  Void  - Atmospheric  temperature  exceeded  70°  F. 
GAME  LICENCES 


Six  shopkeepers  were  registered  to  deal  in  game  under  the  Game 


Act,  1831 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 

Two  slaughtermen  resident  in  this  District  were  licensed  to  operate 
by  renewal  of  their  licences. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

The  number  of  persons  holding  licences  in  this  District  is  as 
follows: - 

(a)  The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957  2 

(b)  The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Licensing  of  Waste  Food 

Sterilisation  Plant)  Order,  1954  4 

Ten  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  premises  in  this  District. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  District. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED 

The  following,  after  being  examined  and  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  were  voluntar^y  surrendered  to  the  Department  for  disposal 
and  destroyed. 

Tons  Cwts. 

Meat  at  retail  shops  - 6 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

Canned  meats  - 2 

Other  canned  foods  - 9 

Fish  (fresh)  - 1 

Other  Foods  - 2 

Other  Foods  (Frozen  - due  to  cabinet 

breakdown)  - 19 


lbs . 

66 

29 

46 

79 

4 

51 


2 


1 


51 
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PETROLEUM  ACTS,  1928  and  1936 

There  are  seventy- three  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit  in  the  area,  the  total  amount  licensed  being 
267,675  gallons. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the  area 
of  the  Council. 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1953 


Section  74/75.  Licensing  under  these  Sections  relates  to  all 
Public  Halls  and  other  Halls  and  premises  used  for  Public  Performances 
of  Music,  Singing  or  Dances.  The  premises  are  inspected  for  safety 
precautions  and,  as  a result  of  these  inspections,  licenses  are 
issued  subject  to  conditions  of  safety.  The  following  premises  were 
licensed  in  1970;- 

The  Jolly  Gardener,  Winkfield 

Parish  Hall,  Crowthorne 

Sports  Centre,  Bagshot  Road,  Bracknell 

Binfield  Memorial  Hall,  Binfield 

Harmans  Water  Community  Centre,  Bracknell 

Easthampstead  Community  Centre,  Bracknell 

St.  Mary®s  Parish  Centre,  Wellington  Road,  Sandhurst 

Rose  and  Crown,  High  Street,  Sandhurst 

Newtown  Pippin,  Ralph's  Ride,  Bracknell 

Admiral  Cunningham,  Priestwood  Square,  Bracknell 

Sandhurst  Social  Club,  Wellington  Road,  Sandhurst 

Bullbrook  Community  Centre,  Bracknell 

Priestwood  Community  Centre,  Bracknell 

Easthampstead  Parish  Centre,  Bracknell 

Pratt  Memorial  Hall,  Winkfield  Row 

Bracknell  and  District  British  Legion  Club 

Jasmine  Chinese  Restaurant,  3,  Market  Place,  Bracknell 

Bridge  House,  Wokingham  Road,  Bracknell 

Section  122.  Thirteen  persons  trading  as  Hawkers  of  Food  and  four 
premises  are  registered  under  this  Section.  Twelve  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year. 
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Section  129.  The  Council  has  adopted  Byelaws  regulating  the 
hygienic  conditions  of  premises  and  persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of 
Hairdresser  and  Barber.  Forty  persons  are  registered  by  the  Council 
under  this  Section  and  thirty-three  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

THEATRES  ACT,  1968  AND  CINEMATOGRAPH  ACTS,  1909  AND  1952 

The  system  of  licensing  is  to  control  safety  requirements 
relative  to  seating,  fire  precautions,  exits,  stage  equipment  and  the 
like.  Licences  for  the  performance  of  stage  plays  are  issued,  subject 
to  safety  conditions,  on  an  occasional  basis,  valid  for  one  month. 

The  one  Cinema  in  Bracknell  is  licensed  under  the  Cinematograph  Acts. 

Theatres  Act . Nineteen  occasional  licences  were  issued  during 
1970  in  respect  of  the  following  premises; - 

School  Hall,  Brakenhale  School,  Rectory  Lane,  Bracknell 
School  Hall,  Garth  Hill  Lower  School,  Sandy  Lane,  Bracknell 
School  Hall,  Ranelagh  School,  Bracknell 
School  Hall,  Edgbarrow  School,  Crowthorne 
Parish  Hall,  Heath  Hill  Road,  Crowthorne 

Assembly  Hall,  South  East  Berks  College  of  Further  Education, 

Bracknell . 

Little  Theatre,  South  East  Berks  College  of  Further  Education, 
Bracknell . 

PET  ANIMALS 

Five  licences  to  keep  Pet  Shops  were  renewed  during  the  year, 
these  are  periodically  inspected. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

This  Act  provides  for  the  licensing  and  inspection  of  Boarding 
Establishments  for  animals  (cats  and  dogs) . Eight  establishments 
were  licensed  during  the  year  and  are  periodically  inspected. 

They  are  all  of  good  construction  and  are  well  maintained.  No 
complaints  were  received  from  the  public  during  the  year. 
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AIR  POLLUTION 

There  is  one  confirmed  Smoke  Control  Area  in  the  district  - this 
covers  180  acres  in  the  Priestwood  area  of  Bracknell  and  came  into 
force  on  1st  September,  1969. 

Area  No.  2 comprising  1,680  acres  in  the  areas  known  as  Great 
Hollands,  Wildridings,  Hanworth,  Birch  Hill,  Crown  Wood  and  the 
Southern  Industrial  Area,  and  Area  No.  3 covering  605  acres  in  the 
Easthampstead  and  Harmans  Water  areas  are  still  to  be  confirmed. 

During  the  year  a case  was  taken  under  Section  36  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956  for  a smoke  nuisance  and  heard  at  the  Bracknell 
Magistrates  Court  on  10th  March,  1970  when  an  Order  was  made  for 
prohibition  of  the  nuisance,  and  the  Defendant  was  also  ordered  to 
pay  twenty-five  guineas  costs. 

SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  MEASUREMENT  AND  RECORDING 

In  1960-61  the  National  Survey  of  Smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  was 
designed  to  assess  the  benefits  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  The 
other  aims  of  the  survey  are:- 

(a)  to  lead  to  a better  understanding  of  causes,  distribution 
and  effects  particularly  effects  on  human  health,  of  air 
pollution . 

(b)  to  provide  statistics  for  the  whole  country  both  as  a guide 
to  Clean  Air  legislation  and  for  the  use  of  those  engaged  in 
independent  study. 

There  are  a large  number  of  sites  in  Great  Britain  where  appliances 
are  set  up,  measuring  the  smoke  content  and  sulphur  dioxide  content  of 
the  air  at  that  particular  site.  As  the  measurements  do  not  apply  to 
a large  area,  in  some  towns  where  the  pollution  problem  is  great,  there 
are  many  sites,  e.g.  Manchester,  in  August  1969  had  eight  in  the  city 
area  alone.  Each  site  is  given  a name  which  is  generally  that  of  the 
district  in  which  it  is  located  and  a number.  A directory  is  published 
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which  gives  information  about  all  sites  in  operation  at  any  time 
during  the  year.  It  contains  the  address  of  each  site  and  the  name 
of  the  body  responsible  for  its  operation. 

Results  from  the  sites  are  forwarded  to  the  Warren  Spring 
Laboratory  where  the  Ministry  of  Technology  assess  and  publish  them. 

As  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  concentrations  are  affected  by  weather 
conditions,  monthly  weather  reports  are  published  from  the  British 
Meteorological  Office,  alongside  the  results. 

The  most  important  point  in  this  survey  is  at  the  very  beginning 
- the  location  of  the  site.  If  the  site  is  to  be  representative  of 

the  local  area  around  it  then; - 

(a)  the  site  should  not  be  atypical  of  the  surrounding  locality 
e.g.  the  inner  funnel  should  not  be  situated  in  a closed 
courtyard 

(b)  the  site  should  not  be  subject  to  extraneous  sources  of 
pollution  e.g.  individual  chimneys,  bonfires  or  smoke  from 

road  traffic 

(c)  the  inner  funnel  should  not  be  sited  so  low  that  dust  can 
be  blown  up  into  it,  nor  so  high  that  it  is  affected  by 
"undiluted"  chimney  smoke. 

Bracknell  has  at  present  only  one  site,  at  Rochdale  Road  in  the 
Ambulance  Station.  This  is  soon  to  be  knocked  down  and  a new  site 
must  be  found  for  this  apparatus  and  another  found  for  a second  apparatus. 

The  most  obvious  choice  for  a site  is  the  new  offices.  However, 
this  has  certain  disadvantages. 

(1)  Building  works  are  still  being  carried  out  around  the  new 
offices  which  will  effect  the  smoke  pollution  filters 
especially.  This  will  affect  the  results  so  that  they  are 
not  typical  of  that  locality. 
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(2)  The  new  offices  are,  at  present,  on  the  edge  of  the  main 
town  centre  and  are  not  representative  of  a particular 
area.  When  two  sites  are  being  considered  this  aspect  is 
very  important.  If  the  two  sites  are  to  provide  a contrast 
in  a polluted  area  and  a supposedly  unpolluted  area  then 
these  districts  must  be  definable  and  neither  appliance 
should  be  in  an  obscure  area,  that  is,  on  the  boundary  of 
two  types  of  districts. 

The  town  centre  Broadway/High  Street  area  contains  a large  amount 
of  traffic  in  an  enclosed  space  whereas  there  is  little  traffic 
causing  pollution  in  the  residential  areas  e.g.  Great  Hollands  etc. 

Most  new  houses  have  central  heating  and  there  is  virtually  no  pollution 
by  chimney  smoke.  Here  are  two  contrasting  sites  in  which  apparatus 
could  be  set  up. 

If  a general  reading  for  Bracknell  is  required  without  much 
reference  to  site  then  the  new  offices  would  be  ideal  as  they  are 
convenient,  the  laboratory  being  on  the  premises  and  no  travelling  is 
involved. 

The  following  eight  graphs  give  a pictorial  representation  of 
atmospheric  pollution  in  Bracknell,  especially  in  relation  to  other 
areas. 

Graph  1 - smoke  is  filtered  out  of  the  air  using  a standard 
filter  paper  and  readings  obtained  using  a ref lectometer . These 

readings  are  recorded  on  the  histogram  for  period  April  1970.  From 
the  graph  it  appears  that  pollution  is  higher  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month  but  whether  this  was  general  for  Bracknell  or  construction  works 
affected  results  is  not  known.  The  weather  report  for  the  month  does 
not  help  much  as  mostly  the  whole  month  was  cold  and  wet  with  low 
sunshine  values. 
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Graph  2 - this  is  the  histogram  for  the  same  period  as  above 
but  shows  SO^  results.  These  are  slightly  higher  at  the  end  of  the 
month  than  at  the  beginning,  which  may  have  some  connection  with  the 
above  readings  in  graph  1. 

Graphs  3 and  4 are  similar  to  the  above  only  show  period  August, 
1969  being  the  closest  period  in  another  year  to  the  period  above. 

The  SO^  level  is  higher,  also  the  smoke. 

The  last  four  graphs  show  smoke  and  SO^  pollution  in  Bracknell 
compared  with,  in  graphs  5 and  6 two  highly  polluted  areas  and  in 
graphs  7 and  8 two  low  pollution  areas  in  the  south  east  of  England. 
In  all  the  graphs  pollution  in  Bracknell  is  shown  in  a majority  of 
cases  as  less  than  that  in  the  other  four  areas  considered. 
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Hie  results  given  are  those  supplied  by 
Warren  Springs  Lab.  from  readings  obtained 
at  Rochdale  Road,  Bracknell. 

The  letter  'c'  indicates  that  the  meter 
was  not  read  that  day. 


Bracknell  1 - giiantity  of  sulphur  dioxide  per  cubic 
metre  for  period  April  7th  to  May  4th.  1970 
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Day  code  April  period  1970 


Bracknell  1 - quantity  of  smoke  per  cubic 

metre  for  period  July  29th  - August  23th,,  1969. 
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Bracknell  1 - quantity  of  sulphur  dioxide  per  cubic 
metre  for  period  July  29th  - August  25th.  1969* 


Micrograms  per  cubic  metre 
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CONTRASTIN&  AREAS 


1969 


Micrograms  per  cubic  metre 
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To  show  the  relationship  between  sulphur 

dioxide  content  of  the  air  in  Bracknell. 


1969 


micrograms  per  cubic  metre 
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To  show  the  relationship  between  sulphur  dioxide 

content  of  the  air  in  Bracknell.  Slough  and 

Kernel  Hempstead 


indicates  maximum  SO2  content 

indicates  average  SO^  content  for  the  month 

Bracknell 

Slough 


OCTOBER 


1969 


micrograms  per  cubic  metre 


43 


To  show  the  relationship  between  smoke  content 

of  the  air  in  Bracknell,  Slough  and  Hemel  Hempstead 


1969 
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NOISE 

Thirty-two  complaints  of  noise  were  received  during  the  year 
of  which  sixteen  were  confirmed  and  ten  remedied  informally.  It 
was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act, 
1960,  in  respect  of  any  noise  nuisance. 

Complaints  were  received  regarding  noise  from  Bracknell  Station 
Yard  from  haulage  of  road  stone  from  Somerset,  used  for  the 
construction  of  the  M.  3 Motorway.  Visits  were  made,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  noise  was  caused  by  a train  load  of  stone  arriving 
regularly  at  Bracknell  and  being  shunted  into  various  sidings  in  the 
early  hours  of  the  morning.  Correspondence  took  place  with  British 
Rail  and  fortunately  the  contract  was  concluded  early  in  1971. 

AIRCRAFT  NOISE 

In  May,  1970,  the  Council  were  notified  by  the  Minister  of  State 
to  the  Broad  of  Trade  (now  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry)  of 
alterations  of  flightpaths  from  London  (Heathrow)  Airport  for  a trial, 
summer  period.  Hiese  affected  this  Rural  District,  and  the  Council 
decided  that  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  should  keep  a close 
watch  on  the  effect  in  the  district  of  the  alterations  and  the  use  of 
these  routes  so  that  appropriate  representations  may  be  made  if 
necessary.  The  essence  of  the  route  changes  was  that  the  Dunsfold 
route  - carrying  some  33/40,000  aircraft  a year  was  to  be  relieved  of 
southbound  high  performance  aircraft  flights  which  would  be  transferred 
to  the  existing  westbound  Woodley  route  and  turned  south  from  this  line 
at  appropriate  altitude  on  to  the  Midhurst  beacon.  The  Woodley  route 
would  thus  carry  an  additional  traffic  load  of  some  18,000  aircraft  per 
year  (about  20  flights  per  hour  at  peak  times)  on  top  of  the  present 
number  of  westbound  flights  - giving  a total  of  approximately  36,000 
aircraft  a year  (40  flights  per  hour  at  peak)  - about  75%  of  which 
occur  in  the  summer  months  of  June,  July  and  August. 
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It  was  agreed  that  this  Council,  Wokingham  Borough  Council, 
Wokingham  Rural  District  Council  and  Reading  County  Borough  Council 
should  programme  a scheme  of  recordings  and  use  a Consultant  - 
Dr.  Pretlove  of  Reading  University  - Department  of  Applied  Physical 
Sciences,  to  carry  out  the  actual  recordings  - using  a modern, 
sophisticated  automatic  sound-recorder. 

Stations  - 1.  Winkfield  Radio  and  Space  Research  Field  Station 

2.  Keep  Hatch  Road,  Wokingham  Borough 

3.  Arborfield  - Wokingham  Rural  District  Council. 

Cycle  of  Recordings 


1. 

26,  27, 

28  June 

Station 

2 

2. 

29,  30 

June  and  1 July 

St  ation 

1 

3, 

2,  3,  4 July 

Station 

3 

4. 

18,  19, 

20  July 

Station 

1 

5. 

21,  22, 

23  July 

Station 

2 

6. 

24,  25, 

26  July 

Station 

3 

7. 

17,  18, 

19  August 

Stat ion 

2 

8. 

20,  21, 

22  August 

Station 

1 

9. 

23,  24, 

25  August 

Station 

3 

Dr.  Pretlove  supplied  to  each  Local  Authority  concerned; - 

1.  Daily  roll-charts  of  the  auto-recording  traces. 

2.  Histograms  from  the  daily  charts  showing  the  numbers  of  peaks 
above  60dB(A);  the  total  number  of  aircraft  and  the  Noise/ 
Number  Index  (NoN.I,). 

3.  An  analysis  chart  showing  the  Noice/Number  Indices  for  all  four 
stations  and  the  subjective  ratings  according  to  the  Wilson 
Report  on  the  Problem  of  Noise  (Command  2056  July  1963). 

The  two  most  important  points  from  this  data  were  - the  high  N.N.I. 
at  Winkfield  showing  a mean  value  of  45  and  a peak  value  of  50,  both 
equivalent  to  "very  annoying".  The  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 
recognise  an  N.N.I.  of  55  or  above  as  qualifying  for  a grant  towards 
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the  cost  of  sound-proofing  houses  against  aircraft  noise.  The  other 
point  was  the  number  of  recorded  noise  levels  of  87  dB(A)  and  over  - 145 
out  of  a total  of  887  at  a station  eleven  miles  from  the  start  of  the 
runway  compared  with  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry’s  figures 
of  87dB(A)  approximately  or  100  PNdB  at  only  82  miles  from  the  start 
of  the  runway  and  with  a maximum  permitted  level  of  approximately  97dB(A) 
or  110  PNdB  at  4 miles  from  the  start  of  the  runway.  ("Action  against 
Aircraft  Noise"  - a Board  of  Trade  publication). 

At  Keep  Hatch  Road  (Wokingham  Borough)  about  5j  miles  west  of  the 
Winkfield  Station  (or  approximately  16|  miles  from  start  of  runway) 
the  N.N.I.  figures  were  - Mean  36  and  peak  40,  both  equivalent  to 
"annoying". 

Wokingham  Borough  also  showed  a fair  number  of  recorded  sound 
levels  of  87dB(A)  and  over. 

These  results  can  be  summarised  as  "too  many,  too  frequently,  too 
noisy" . 

The  foregoing  together  with  detailed  examination  of  all  the  data 
was  sufficient  to  justify  the  Council  in  making  strong  representations 
to  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry  to  take  steps  to  alleviate 
annoyance  to  residents  in  its  District,  It  is  noticable  that  these 
re-routed  flights  have  continued  through  the  winter  with  little 
reduction  and  now  (May  1971)  are  on  the  increase.  This  despite  the 
Minister’s  assurance  of  a trial  for  that  summer  only  (1970)  when  the 
experiment  would  be  reviewed.  The  review  is  now  taking  place  (May  1971) 
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PEST  CONTROL 


This  service  is  undertaken  by  two  whole  time  Pests  Officers, 


Mr.  W.  Tagg  and  Mr.  P.T.  Pratt.  During  the  twelve  months  ended 


31st  December,  1970,  the  following  work  was  carried  out  under  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949:- 

Premises  Including  ” Agricultural 
Business  Premises  Premises 

Number  of  Properties  in  the 

District  19,101  219 


Number  of  premises  inspected 

as  a result  of  notification  656 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by: - 


18 


(a)  Rats 

(b)  Mice 


581  18 

75  6 


No  sewers  were  infested  by 
Rats  during  the, year. 


Sewer  testing  was  carried  out  in 
manholes  (107o)  in  Wildridings. 


In  addition  the  Pests  Officers  dealt  with  the  following: - 


Wasps  Nests 

563 

(destroyed) 

Swarms  of  Bees 

25 

(not  destroyed) 

Cockroaches 

31 

premises 

Ants 

237 

premises 

Fleas 

6 

fumigations  (mainly 
animal  fleas) 

Squirrels  in  roofs 

36 

premises 

Mosquitoes 

23 

treatments 

Rabbits  and  Foxes 

33 

earths  or  burrows 

Bluebottles  and  Cluster  Fly 

40 

premises 

Carpet  Beetle 

3 

premises 

Red  Mite 

25 

premises 

During  the  year  a visit  was  made  to  the  Council  by  Mr.  Michael 
Barrett  and  a B.B.C.  film-unit  and  recordings  were  made  of  the  Pest 
Officers  at  work  on  a farm  at  Warfield.  This  was  later  shown  in  the 
programme  "Nationwide"  and  was  the  subject  of  much  favourable  comment. 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


(a)  REGISTOATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


No,  of  Premises^ 
Registered  during 
the  year 

Total  Number 
of  Registered 
Premises  at 
end  of  year 

Registered  Premises 
requiring  a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

21 

149 

11 

Retail  Shops 

31 

231 

30 

Wholesale  Shops 

3 

. 14 

- 

Catering 

Establishments 

4 

51 

1 

Fuel  Storage 
Depots 

- 

3 

- 

TOTAL 

59 

448 

42 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY 

INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

UNDER  THE  ACT 

373 

(b)  ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Section  Number  of  Contraventions  Found 


4 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

24 


Cleanliness  7 
Temperature  3 
Ventilation  3 
Lighting  1 
Sanitary  conveniences  1 
Washing  facilities  2 
Supply  of  drinking  water  1 
Clothing  accommodation  3 
First  Aid  4 
Other  Matters  11 

36 
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(c)  REPORTED  ACCIDENTS 


Number 

Action  Recommended 

No 

Action 

Workplace 

Reported 

Non-Fatal 

Investigated 

Formal 

Warning 

Informal 

Advice 

Offices 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Retail  Shops 

7 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Wholesale  Shops 
Warehouses 

2 

Catering 
Establishments 
open  to  public 
and  canteens 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

12 

1 

- 

1 

- 

(d)  ANALYSIS  OF  REPORTED  ACCIDENTS 


Offices 

Retail 

Shops 

Wholesale 

Warehouses 

Catering 
Establishments 
open  to  public 
and  canteens 

Machinery 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Transport 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Falls  of  persons 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Stepping  on  or 
striking  against 

object  or  person 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Handling  goods 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Use  of  hand  tools 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Not  otherwise 

specif ied 

1 

1 

- 

1 

TOTAL 

2 

7 

2 

1 
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The  foregoing  Tables  do  not  reveal  the  fact  that  the 
accidents  were  of  a comparatively  trivial  nature  chiefly  due 
to  operators*  carelessness,  but  the  one  which  was  investigated 
was  done  so  because  the  circumstances  indicated  that  safety 
measures  could  have  been  taken  by  the  firm  to  obviate  the  kind 
of  accident  tdiich  occurred  i.e,  slipping  on  a wet  floor.  This 
was  drawn  to  their  attention,  and  a non-slip  mat  provided. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number  on 
• Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1,2,3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

7 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

130 

125 

6 

(iii)Other  premises 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
Out-workers  premises) 

10 

20 

TOTAL 

147 

149 

6 

- 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  Cases 
in  which 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(Section  1) 

3 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 
(Section  2) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
Temperature 
(Section  3) 

Inadequate 
Ventilation 
(Section  4) 

1 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 
(Section  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

.. 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outworkers) 

1 

TOTAL 

8 

1 

1 

- 

- 

(Note  - The  majority  of  defects  in  the  above  Table  refer  to  a Clothing 
Factory  in  an  ordinary  house  pending  their  removal  to 
alternative  premises.) 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
3.  OUTWORK  (Section  133  and  134) 


Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
Outworkers 
in  August 

No.  of 

Cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
Lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
Prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
Lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Sectio 

n 134 

List 

required  by 
Section  133 
Cl)(c) 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing 
apparel 
making  etc. 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Brush 

making 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Curtain 

making 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

STUDENT 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  Miss  Elizabeth  Bowden  has  continued  her 
B. Sc.  Course  in  Environmental  Health  at  the  University  of  Aston  in  Birmingham, 
and  has  successfully  passed  her  second  year  terminal  examination  which  is 
also  the  Intermediate  of  the  Diploma  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
Education  Board. 


R.H.  HEBBRON 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR 


INTRODUCTION 

The  early  part  of  the  year  was  a period  of  considerable  restraint 
in  the  capital  construction  works  and  full  use  was  made  of  the  "small 
loans  approval"  in  order  to  have  minor  works  costing  up  to  £2,500 
carried  out.  Later  in  the  year,  several  approvals  were  received  for 
relatively  major  works  but  any  optimism  vdiich  these  approvals  may  have 
brought  about  was  rapidly  dashed  by  the  publication  of  the  Circular 
2/70  in  which  capital  expenditure  was  divided  into  two  categories,  the 
first  to  be  met  from  a locally  determined  lump  sum  and  the  second 
referring  to  a limited  range  of  works  to  be  the  subject  of  loan  sanction 
as  in  the  past.  The  initial  impact  of  this  Circular  appears  to  be  that 
the  locally  allocated  monies  will  only  amount  to  a little  over  a third 
of  the  anticipated  Council  capital  programme  falling  in  this  category, 
which  inevitably  means  a future  cut  back  in  expenditure. 

WATER  POLLUTION  CONTROL 

Sandhurst  Water  Pollution  Control  Works 

The  sludge  pressing  plant  did  not  come  into  operation  until  the 
autumn  and  was  then  the  subject  of  a very  large  number  of  "teething 
troubles".  One  of  the  main  sources  of  trouble  was  an  unusually  high 
rag  content  in  the  sludge,  resulting  in  the  inability  of  the  press  to 
accept  a full  charge  leading  to  poor  cake  quality.  The  frequent 
troubles  have  meant  that  it  was  not  possible  to  dispense  with  the  sludge 
beds  and  nor  with  the  tankering  of  sludge  to  other  Works  for  treatment. 

A direct  outcome  of  this  last  point  was  that  the  chemical  compound 
"Solvex"  had  to  be  used  throughout  the  year  and  indeed  will  continue  to 
be  used  well  into  1973  to  combat  any  smell  nuisance  from  these  sludge 
lagoons  remaining  in  use. 
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The  major  stage  2 extensions  of  the  Works  envisaged  in  my  Report 
for  1969  commenced  in  the  spring  and  progressed  reasonably  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  treatment  units  being  provided  under  this  contract  will  come 
into  use  in  late  1971  and  early  1972.  Meantime  the  Works  is  still 
running  at  a very  considerable  overload  which  is  now  even  more  serious 
than  in  the  past,  as  the  spare  land  previously  available  for  emergency 
lagoons  is  now  within  the  construction  site  and  not,  therefore,  available 
to  the  Manager.  Emergency  measures,  entailing  the  use  of  outside 
contractors  tankering  away  sludge,  are  currently  being  considered  in 
view  of  pressure  from  the  Thames  Conservancy  following  recent  samples 
marginally  above  the  Royal  Commission  standard. 

Easthampstead  Park  Water  Pollution  Control  Works 

The  present  development  of  these  Works  was  completed  during  the 
year  by  the  construction  of  a short  length  of  access  road.  The  Works 
continue  to  provide  an  extremely  satisfactory  effluent  within  the 
special  standard  laid  down  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  and  are  currently 
treating  a dry  weather  flow  slightly  below  that  for  which  the  Works 
has  been  designed. 

The  problems  at  Sandhurst  with  the  sludge  press  are  reflected  at 
Easthampstead  as  the  intention  to  tanker  sludge  from  Easthampstead  to 
Sandhurst  for  treatment  could  not  be  implemented.  At  the  present 
time  sludge  is  still  being  tankered  to  Winkfield  for  drying  on 
conventional  sludge  beds. 

During  the  year  the  welfare  and  administration  building,  together 
with  a pair  of  staff  houses  were  also  completed  within  the  Works 
perimeter,  one  of  the  houses  now  housing  the  Junior  Foreman,  whose 
particular  responsibilities  are  the  sewers  and  works  outside  the 
Sandhurst  catchment  and  the  other  will  house  the  new  Deputy  Water 
Pollution  Control  Works  Manager. 
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Billingbear  Water  Pollution  Control  Works 

Following  the  construction  of  the  access  road,  the  regular 
servicing  at  this  Works  is  now  much  easier  and  thus  the  effluent 
quality  has  shown  a corresponding  improvement. 

Winkfield  Water  Pollution  Control  Works 

Following  years  of  overloading,  this  Works  is  now  within  its 
original  design  capacity  and  an  effluent  within  the  Royal  Commission 
standard  is  being  maintained. 

Design  work  is  expected  to  commence  on  storm  water  treatment 
units  and  a suitable  pumping  station  within  the  Works  area  following 
the  completion  of  design  work  for  the  Winkfield  Relief  Foul  Sewer, 
which  will  discharge  to  the  Works. 

Binfield  Water  Pollution  Control  Works 

This  Works  was  finally  taken  out  of  service  at  the  end  of  the  year 
following  the  construction  of  The  Cut  foul  sewer  through  which  the 
entire  flow  from  Binfield  is  diverted  to  the  Bracknell  Development 
Corporation  Pumping  Station  and  Treatment  Works. 

FOUL  SEWERAGE  SCHEMES 

London  Road/Longhill  Road  Foul  Sewer 

Following  several  years  of  delay  the  Ministry  finally  issued  an 
approval  to  proceed  with  this  scheme  in  the  late  summer  and  a start 
was  made  on  site  in  October.  Good  progress  was  made  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  sewer  will  be  fully  operational  by  late  spring 
1971. 

Murrell  Hill  Foul  Sewerage  Scheme 

A modified  scheme  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  early  in  the  year  to 
deal  with  the  northern  end  of  Murrell  Hill  only  omitting  the  more 
scattered  properties  to  the  south.  This  revised  scheme  received 
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Ministry  approval  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  a start  was  made  in 
early  1971  on  site. 

Broad  Lane  Foul  Sewer  Bracknell 

A section  of  the  original  Bracknell  sewers  laid  in  Broad  Lane 
was  found  to  be  inadequate  due  to  development  in  the  area  and  a small 
contract  was  let  early  in  the  year  for  its  enlargement.  The 
opportunity  was  taken  to  divert  the  flow  into  a new  Development 
Corporation  sewer  crossing  Broad  Lane  near  Brants  Bridge. 

London  Road  Foul  and  Surface  Water  Sewers  - B.D.C.  Contract 

As  part  of  the  London  Road  reconstruction  scheme  major  foul  and 
surface  water  sewers  had  to  be  laid  and  this  Authority  contributed 
on  an  agreed  basis  to  their  construction.  This  work  was  completed 
in  late  1970,  prior  to  the  major  road  works  which  are  still  proceeding. 

Pinewood  Avenue  Foul  Sewer  Crowthorne 

This  linking  sewer,  which  had  the  effect  of  diverting  the  flow 
from  the  No.  5 drainage  area  in  Crowthorne  into  Wokingham  R.D.C. 
sewers,  which  in  turn  discharge  to  Easthampstead  Park  Water  Pollution 
Control  Works  was  completed  in  the  late  spring  of  1970,  thus  rendering 
No,  5 pumping  station  obsolete.  The  flow  is  metered  by  a flow 
recorder  located  in  the  No,  5 pumping  station  site,  in  order  that  the 
running  costs  may  be  apportioned  with  Wokingham  Rural  District  Council, 

Minor  Sewer  Extensions 

Minor  works  were  carried  out  to  improve  local  drainage  problems 
at  Tilehurst  Lane  and  Warfield  Road,  Bracknell, 

Adoption  of  Sewers  as  Public  Sewers 

The  Council’s  policy  of  encouraging  developers  to  construct  as  much 
as  possible  of  the  foul  and  surface  water  sewer  network  required  on  new 
estates  in  such  a way  that  the  Council  can  adopt  on  completion  has  been 
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vigorously  pursued.  During  the  year  not  a single  developer  has 
objected  to  the  Council’s  requirements  for  suitable  sewer  layout, 
although  these  invariably  cost  more  than  the  private  drain  type  layout. 
On  a similar  basis  pre-planning  application  negotiations  are  being 
carried  out  with  developers  wherever  possible  to  establish  a basis 
for  contribution  to  any  off  site  sewers  which  may  be  necessary. 

Thus  far  these  negotiations  are  at  a preliminary  stage  and  the  outcome 
is  not  yet  known. 

Radio  Alarm  and  VHP  Communication  System 

During  the  year  this  system  was  installed  in  a number  of  the 
Council  vehicles,  primary  concerned  with  drainage  and  cleansing  with  the 
base  station  situated  at  the  Central  Depot.  The  pumping  station  alarm 
system  which  gives  a visual/audio  warning  at  Sandhurst  Water  Pollution 
Control  Works  should  any  problems  arise  at  any  of  the  Council’s  twelve 
pumping  stations  was  also  brought  into  operation.  Thus  far  this  system 
is  still  under  trial  but  it  does  appear  that  savings  may  be  made  in  the 
present  schedule  of  daily  visits  to  all  the  pumping  stations  for  purely 
visual  inspections. 

Cesspool  Emptying  Service 

Once  again  the  number  of  properties  requesting  the  Council’s  free 
emptying  service  has  increased  together  with  a number  of  properties 
requesting  additional  emptyings  over  and  above  that  laid  down.  It  has 
been  possible  to  keep  up  with  this  demand  using  one  tanker  vehicle  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  houses  served  by 
cesspools,  due  to  the  installation  of  main  drainage,  will  keep  the 
scheme  in  balance. 


59 


SURFACE  WATER  DRAINAGE 
Blackmoor  Valley  Catchment 

Negotiations  continued  throughout  the  year  with  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  later  the  Department  of  the 
Environment  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  on 
the  Council*s  application  for  the  first  phase  of  this  major  drainage 
scheme  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  these  negotiations  were  rewarded 
with  approval  to  invite  tenders  for  the  first  phase,  which  will 
include  the  Winkfield  Relief  Foul  Sewer  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£279,000.  It  is  expected  that  actual  work  on  site  will  commence  in 
September,  1971. 

Sandhurst  Catchment 

Similar  negotiations  to  those  referred  to  above  are  in  hand  for 
Sandhurst  but  greater  difficulties  are  being  encountered.  At  the 
time  of  writing  no  similar  approval  has  been  received.  In  Sandhurst 
the  pressure  is  on  the  Council  to  provide  the  surface  water  outfall 
which  will  ultimately  drain  the  land  west  of  Owlsmoor  Road  which  is 
included  in  the  second  review  of  the  Berkshire  County  development  plan. 

A small  scheme  was  carried  out  in  Little  Sandhurst,  primarily  to 
drain  a very  wet  area  at  the  rear  of  the  Prince  Villa  housing.  A 
pipe  size  was  provided  which  will  fit  in  with  the  overall  drainage  plan 
for  the  area. 

CLEANSING  SERVICES 

Public  Conveniences 

The  Council’s  rolling  programme  for  the  provision  of  public 
conveniences  in  the  district  was  furthered  by  the  completion  of  a 
convenience  in  Napier  Road,  Crowthorne,  a similar  building  to  the 
standard  design  at  Great  Hollands,  and  the  commencement  of  a 
replacement  building  for  the  Rochdale  Road  public  convenience  in  the 
Town  Centre  constructed  by  the  Bracknell  Development  Corporation. 
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The  Ministry  Circular  2/70  previously  referred  to  in  this  report 
will  inevitably  result  in  a reduction  in  the  Council’s  progrannne  for 
the  provision  of  public  conveniences. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  paper  sack  scheme  was  extended  to  Crowthorne  during  the  year 
and  I am  also  able  to  report  a very  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
l|  cubic  yard  containers  supplied  to  communal  and  commercial 
establishments  throughout  the  district  during  the  year. 

The  finalising  of  the  bin  count  commenced  in  1969  was  delayed 
until  the  implementation  of  the  paper  sack  scheme  in  Crowthorne  but 
now  this  has  been  completed  and  the  revised  bin  rounds  agreed  with  the 
collection  crews.  The  eventual  outcome  resulted  in  very  little 
change  in  collection  routes  and  hence  alteration  to  individual 
householders*  collection  days  due  largely  to  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  containers  in  use  and  the  corresponding  reduction  in  the 
number  of  bins. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Longshot  Lane  Refuse  Disposal  Centre 

The  Tollemache  Pulveriser  came  into  use  early  in  the  year  and 
following  inevitable  teething  troubles  settled  down  to  producing  a 
satisfactory  end  product  from  an  average  of  100  tons  of  refuse  per 
day.  An  agreement  was  reached  with  Windsor  R.D.C.  for  the  treatment 
and  disposal  of  their  refuse  which  enabled  certain  spare  plant 
capacity  to  be  taken  up  and  negotiations  were  opened  with  Wokingham 
Borough  for  the  provision  of  a similar  service,  except  that  an  equivalent 
amount  of  pulverised  refuse  would  be  carted  away  to  a tip  in  the 
Wokingham  district. 

The  new  scale  of  charges  for  the  acceptance  of  trade  refuse  had  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  amount  of  heavy  items  brought  in  by  contractors, 
but  nevertheless,  the  Council’s  income  from  this  source  is  running  at 
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about  £400  per  month. 

Abandoned  Car  Disposal 

The  scheme  for  disposal  of  old  and  abandoned  cars  and  other 
vehicles  has  run  smoothly  during  the  period  of  changeover  from  the 
old  Longhill  Road  tip  to  the  new  refuse  disposal  centre.  A large 
number  of  vehicles  are  voluntarily  deposited  at  Longshot  Lane  but 
the  collection  of  wrecks  deposited  in  various  parts  of  the  district 
is  still  a fairly  frequent  procedure  which  entails  a considerable 
amount  of  administrative  work. 

Longhill  Road  and  Prior^s  Pit  Tips 

Covering  and  seeding  of  both  these  tips  was  carried  out  in  the 
autumn  and  Prior *s  Pit  was  handed  back  to  the  owners  at  the  end  of 
the  period  of  lease  on  31st  December,  1970. 

Longhill  Road  Tip  will  have  to  be  the  subject  of  further 
consolidation  before  its  future  use  as  playing  fields  can  be  considered 
seriously  but  it  is  expected  that  at  least  one  football  pitch  may 
become  available  on  the  older  area  of  the  tip  for  the  1971/2  season. 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  PARK  CEMETERY  AND  CREMATORIUM 

The  Crematorium  went  into  contract  late  in  the  year  and  very 
good  progress  is  being  made.  The  roads  and  footpaths  contract  was 
completed  together  with  the  joint  contract  with  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Building  and  Works  for  a sewer  draining  to  the  Easthampstead  Park 
Water  Pollution  Control  Works, 

Many  visitors  to  the  Authority  have  expressed  most  favourable 
comment  on  the  design  of  the  Crematorium. 
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HOUSING 

Three  major  housing  contracts  were  underway  during  the  year. 

The  13  dwelling  contract  at  Prince  Villa,  Little  Sandhurst,  was 
completed  and  occupied,  the  57  dwelling  stage  II  development  of  the 
Owlsmoor  site  was  largely  completed  and  the  stage  III  52  dwelling 
contract,  which  started  in  early  summer  also  made  extremely  good 
progress. 

The  modernisation  and  improvement  programme  of  the  Council’s 
existing  houses  once  again  went  forward  with  floor  tiling  at  Skimped 
Hill,  various  improvements,  heating  and  the  provision  of  blocks  of 
garages. 

A land  drainage  scheme  was  provided  to  overcome  the  excessively 
wet  gardens  at  Wellington  Close,  Sandhurst.  Preliminary 
investigations  are  in  hand  for  the  provision  of  further  Old  Peoples’ 
units  and  specialist  needs  of  the  existing  Old  Persons’  accommodation 
is  regularly  considered  by  the  House  Committees. 

The  proposed  gypsy  caravan  site  made  little  progress  towards 
fruition  due  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  the  land  and  these  delays 
have  now  been  added  to  by  financial  restrictions  brought  about  by 
Circular  2/70. 

The  overall  policy  to  assist  private  owners  in  improving  their 
properties  with  improvement  grants  and/or  improvement  loans  has 
continued  and  once  again  I must  make  the  point  that  this  service 
brings  considerable  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Building  Control  Section. 


H.  Charlesworth 


Engineer  and  Surveyor 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  MANAGER 


DEVELOPMENT 

During  the  year  under  review  thirteen  elderly  persons  flats  and 
bungalows  have  been  provided  at  Prince  Villa,  Little  Sandhurst,  and 
seventeen  houses  of  the  Owlsmoor  Stage  II  Development  taken  over. 

OWLSMOOR  STAGE  II 

This  is  a mixed  development  of  fifty-seven  properties  consisting 
of  the  following  type  accommodation; - 

2 X 4-bedroomed  houses 
15  X 3-bedroomed  houses 
24  X 2 bedroomed  flats 
8 X 1-bedroomed  flats 
8 X 1-bedroomed  bungalows 

As  stated  above,  the  three  and  four  bedroomed  properties  have  been 
taken  over  and  it  is  hoped  the  remaining  forty  flats  and  bungalows  will 
be  ready  for  occupation  early  in  1971. 

OWLSMOOR  STAGE  III 

This  is  also  a mixed  develcpment  consisting  of  fifty-two  properties 
providing  the  following  type  accommodation; - 

8 X 3-bedroomed  houses 
18  X 2 bedroomed  flats 
17  X 1-bedroomed  flats 

9 X 1-bedroomed  bungalows 

It  is  hoped  all  the  properties  will  be  available  for  occupation 
during  the  early  and  middle  parts  of  1971. 

GARAGES 

Further  garages  have  been  provided  at  Wellington  Close,  Sandhurst 
and  Skimped  Hill,  Bracknell. 


64 


Provision  of  garages  in  the  Owlsmoor  Stage  II  and  III  developments 
will  be  fifty-two  and  twenty-six  respectively.  These  will  be 
allocated  with  properties  as  one  tenancy,  apart  from  three  in  Stage  II 
which  have  been  set  aside  should  some  Old  Age  Pensioners  require  the 
tenancy  of  a garage.  Seventeen  of  Stage  II  have  been  taken  over  and 
allocated  with  the  properties  previously  reported. 

MISCELLANEOUS  PROPERTIES 

During  the  year  seven  miscellaneous  properties  were  acquired  and 
added  to  the  housing  stock. 

ALLOCATIONS,  TRANSFERS  AND  EXCHANGES 

The  following  allocations,  transfers  and  exchanges  were  effected 
during  the  year:- 


Allocations 

Nominations  to  Bracknell  Development  Corporation 
Rehoused  by  Help  the  Aged  Housing  Association 
Transfers 
Mutual  Exchanges 


51 

60 

6 

21 

11 


ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 

Accommodation  for  the  elderly  continues  to  occupy  an  important 
part  of  the  minds  of  both  Councillors  and  Officers  alike.  The 
provision  of  three  warden  controlled  developments  consisting  of 
approximately  thirty  units  in  each  is  being  considered  for  Sandhurst, 
Winkfield  and  Bracknell,  in  the  immediate  future. 

As  previously  reported  it  will  also  be  seen  that  forty-seven  flats 
and  bungalows  have  been  and  will  be  provided  at  Little  Sandhurst  and 
Owlsmoor , 

WAITING  LIST 

Owing  to  the  Council  moving  to  new  premises  and  the  postal  strike 
it  was  not  found  possible  to  carry  out  the  review  of  the  waiting  list 
at  the  normal  d,ate.  Consequently,  the  review  is  as  at  the  1st  June  1971. 
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This  has  its  advantages  inasmuch  as  all  the  necessary  up-to-date 
facts  and  figures  can  be  presented  to  the  Council  at  the  beginning  of 
a new  Council  year.  For  this  reason  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  the 
review  similarly  in  future  years. 


H.  Glendenning 

Housing  Manager. 


Engaged  Couples  and  Old  Age  Pensioners  (both  inside  and  outside  the  area)  have  been  shown 
as  in  need. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  COUNCIL  PROPERTIES  - SUMMARY  AS  AT  1ST  JUNE,  1971 
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